

Joslyn Syllabus 1

AMST-GU 4500
Eugenics
Mondays: 4:10-6:00PM


Instructor: Dani Joslyn (she/they) 
Office Hours: Wednesdays, 12:00-2:00PM
Email: djoslyn@barnard.edu 
Course Description
For almost two hundred years, people around the world have sought to perfect society through scientifically directed breeding. In the early 1900s, these dreams became national policy around the world, as governments rallied behind the promise of “eugenics” to develop campaigns of mass sterilization and institutionalization and developed a range of project to “improve the stock.” Though often described as a thing of the past, contemporary life is still suffused with fears over declining birth rates and dreams of producing perfect “designer babies.” 

In this class we will explore the long history of attempts to remake reproduction and regulate population across U.S. History (with some excursions into India and Germany), through a study of a range of interdisciplinary scholarship. Together, we will ask: What, exactly, is (and was) eugenics? How and why did eugenics explode into popularity at the turn of the century, who supported it, and how was it adopted into and by various social movements? How, on the other hand, did movements organize to oppose and stop some of its worst abuses? Why, in other words, did states engage in campaigns of mass sterilization across the first half of the twentieth century? Why did they stop? How have different groups sought to remake reproduction since?

Learning Objectives
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to
1. Recall the main figures and actors in historical eugenics movements and understand their relationship to broader historical trends. 
2. Understand the long history of eugenic thought and its relationship with longer intellectual currents, including liberalism, and with major social movements. 
3. Demonstrate significant engagement with primary works and secondary scholarship in the study of eugenics and an ability to evaluate and critically interrogate multiple streams of thought within the historiography. 
4. Produce an original piece of scholarship in the study of eugenics engaging a range of scholarship to advance an original thesis. 
Grade Breakdown:
Participation and Attendance (15%):
Attendance is mandatory. After one unexcused absence, each additional absence will lower your final grade by a full letter. Students should communicate to the professor in advance if they will not be able to attend any course for illness, religious observance, or other excused reason. 

Collaborative Work (20%)
At the beginning of the semester, each student will be randomly assigned a partner, with whom they will collaboratively work over the course of the semester to produce assignments. This collaboration is envisioned as a mutually supportive and enriching endeavor as work produced together is often not only qualitatively better but also a less stressful and isolating experience. Please see the professor with any questions or issues with the collaborative work.

Note Taking (10% of final grade):
Each week, groups will together take annotated notes on all of the readings. Each set of notes will include: main arguments from each of the works, quotes that stood out, the scaffolding of the argument, as well as brief personal responses/reactions to the above that tie our learnings to the present. Notes are to be taken in groups and to be posted in the class-specific google document, accessible by all students. They will be due 12:00PM on class days. 

Primary Sources (10% of final grade): 
Each week one pair will introduce the class to one or more contemporary primary sources (news articles, podcasts, YouTube videos, TikToks, or similar) connecting that week’s reading to the present day. By the end of the semester, each student should have presented at least twice. Students will sign up for presentations on the first day of class. 

Annotated Bibliography (25%).

By the end of week 9, each student will produce an annotated bibliography proposing a research question and proposing a combination of eight (8) primary and secondary sources (with brief justifications for each work) that would allow them to explore this question. 

Final Project (40%):
The final project will consist of two parts: 
1. The project outline (10% of final course grade) will be due by the end of week 12 and will encompass a bulleted outline of the final project. Students will be expected to schedule individual meetings with the instructor to go over the feasibility of their project. 
2. The final project itself (30% of final course grade), responding to one of the following prompts, and ideally building on their earlier annotated bibliography:
a. Produce a creative project in a medium of your choice that meaningfully responds to contemporary eugenics discourses, rooting them in a distinct history and using a combination of readings from this course and multiple outside readings. Formats this project can take are open, but include film, audio, a series of posts on social media, or creative writing. Each project must be okayed in conversation with the instructor and must correspond to the workload of a twenty-page research paper. 
b. Produce a 20 page research paper on eugenics on a subject of your choice. 
Final projects will be due at the end of week 15. 


Plagiarism
This course will train you in the tools used by academics across disciplines. Central to our work is the practice of academic integrity. We expect all work you submit to be your original work. Plagiarism of all kinds – taking summaries of works without attribution from other sources, expressing others’ ideas without attribution and of course the use of AI programs – is unacceptable and may result in an immediate F. If you have questions about plagiarism, attributions, citations and best practices, please ask! We will go over these policies extensively in class. 

Safe Space Policy
Our classroom is a safe space for individuals of all ethnicities, abilities, religions, sexual orientations, and gender identities. We encounter one another in a spirit of generosity, care, and acceptance. We commit to engaging in discussions and disagreements in good faith and to take responsibility for our words and actions. 

Honor Code
Approved by the student body in 1912 and updated in 2016, the Code states: We, the students of Barnard College, resolve to uphold the honor of the College by engaging with integrity in all of our academic pursuits. We affirm that academic integrity is the honorable creation and presentation of our own work. We acknowledge that it is our responsibility to seek clarification of proper forms of collaboration and use of academic resources in all assignments or exams. We consider academic integrity to include the proper use and care for all print, electronic, or other academic resources. We will respect the rights of others to engage in pursuit of learning in order to uphold our commitment to honor. We pledge to do all that is in our power to create a spirit of honesty and honor for its own sake.

Wellness Statement
It is important for undergraduates to recognize and identify the different pressures, burdens, and stressors you may be facing, whether personal, emotional, physical, financial, mental, or academic. We as a community urge you to make yourself--your own health, sanity, and wellness—your priority throughout this term and your career here. Sleep, exercise, and eating well can all be a part of a healthy regimen to cope with stress. Resources exist to support you in several areas of your life, and we encourage you to make use of them. Should you have any questions about navigating these resources, please visit these sites:
http://barnard.edu/primarycare
https://barnard.edu/about-counseling
http://barnard.edu/wellwoman/about
Stressbusters Support Network
Center for Accessibility Resources & Disability Services (CARDS)

Disability Statement
If you believe you may encounter barriers to the academic environment due to a documented disability or emerging health challenges, please feel free to contact me and/or the Center for Accessibility Resources & Disability Services (CARDS). Any student with approved academic accommodations is encouraged to contact me during office hours or via email. If you have questions regarding registering a disability or receiving accommodations for the semester, please contact CARDS at (212) 854-4634, cards@barnard.edu, or learn more at barnard.edu/disability-services. CARDS is located in 307 Diana Hall. 

Affordable Access to Course Texts & Materials Statement
All students deserve to be able to study and make use of course texts and materials regardless of cost. Barnard librarians have partnered with students, faculty, and staff to find ways to increase student access to textbooks. By the first day of advance registration for each term, faculty will have provided information about required texts for each course on CourseWorks (including ISBN or author, title, publisher, copyright date, and price), which can be viewed by students. A number of cost-free or low-cost methods for accessing some types of courses texts are detailed on the Barnard Library Textbook Affordability guide (library.barnard.edu/textbook-affordability). Undergraduate students who identify as first-generation and/or low-income students may check out items from the FLIP lending libraries in the Barnard Library (library.barnard.edu/flip) and in Butler Library for an entire semester. Students may also consult with their professors, the Dean of Studies, and the Financial Aid Office about additional affordable alternatives for having access to course texts. Visit the guide and talk to your professors and your librarian for more details.

Required Reading
All readings will be accessible online through Courseworks, though students may choose to purchase individual books themselves. 

1. September 1: No Class – Labor Day
2. September 8: What is eugenics?
a. Gaby Del Valle, “Live Free or DEI,” The Baffler, September 2024. 
b. Kai Cheng Thom, 8 Steps Toward Building Indispensability (Instead of Disposability) Culture. 
c. Watch: The Eugenics Crusade 
d. Watch: Idiocracy opening sequence
e. Explore: The Eugenics Archive
3. September 15: Thomas Malthus and the First Population Panic 
a. Thomas Malthus, “Essay on the Principle of Population,” 1-14; 318-324; 332-342. 
b. Gareth Stedman Jones, “Malthus, Nineteenth-Century Socialism, and Marx,” The Historical Journal 63, no. 1 (February 2020): 91–106. 
4. September 22: Measuring Heads and Inventing Race
a. Mia Bay, The White Image in the Black Mind, 38-74. 
b. George M. Frederickson, The Black Image in the White Mind, 71-96; 130-164. 
c. James L. Huston, “Theory’s Failure: Malthusian Population Theory and the Projected Demise of Slavery,” Civil War History 55, no. 3 (2009): 354–81.
d. Thompson, An Organ of Murder, 9-29. (and maybe 100-131)
5. September 29: Eugenic Feminism
a. Linda Gordon, Woman’s Body, Woman’s Right, 95-115. 
b. Laura Lovett, Conceiving the Future, 17-44. 
c. Wendy Hayden, Evolutionary Rhetoric, 56-78. 
d. Asha Nadkarni, Eugenic Feminism: Reproductive Nationalism in the United States and India, 33-97. 
6. October 6: Eugenics, Environmentalism and Antifeminism 
a. Jonathan Spiro, Defending the Master Race, 143-166, 234-265. 
b. Laura Lovett, Conceiving the Future, 131-162. 
c. Malcolm Harris, Palo Alto, 85-109. 
7. October 13: Eugenics Takes Center Stage Barnard Archives Visit and Presentation by Martha Tenney
a. Wendy Kline, Building a Better Race: Gender, Sexuality, and Eugenics from the Turn of the Century to the Baby Boom, 7-94. 
b. Brianna Theobald, Reproduction on the Reservation: Pregnancy, Childbirth, and Colonialism in the Long Twentieth Century, 71-98. 
c. Douglas Baynton, Defectives in the Land, 11-47
d. Ron Rosenbaum, “The Great Ivy League Nude Posture Challenge,” The New York Times. 
8. October 20: Why Sterilization?
a. Molly Ladd-Taylor, Fixing the Poor: Eugenic Sterilization and Child Welfare in the Twentieth Century, 1-23; 84-116. 
b. Elof Carlson, “Compulsory Sterilization as Moral Hygiene,” in A Century of Eugenics in America, 11-25. 
c. [bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Jess Whatcott, Menace to the Future, 85-115. 
d. Gregory Dorr, Segregation's Science: Eugenics and Society in Virginia, 107-166. 
e. Watch: The State of Eugenics (documentary)
9. October 27: Nazi Eugenics
a. Stefan Kühl, The Nazi Connection: Eugenics, American Racism, and German National Socialism, 3-106. 
b. Dagmar Herzog, The Question of Unworthy Life: Eugenics and Germany’s Twentieth Century, 46-77. 
10. November 3: No Class – Fall Break
11. November 10: Sterilization after the Third Reich
a. Alexandra Minna Stern, Eugenic Nation: Faults and Frontiers of Better Breeding in Modern America, 150-181. 
b. Sally J. Torpy, “Native American Women and Coerced Sterilization: On the Trail of Tears in the 1970s.,” American Indian Culture & Research Journal 24, no. 2: 1–22.
c. Randall Hansen and Desmond King, Sterilized by the State, 163-185, 222-258. 
12. November 17: “Overpopulation”
a. Emily K. Merchant, Building the Population Bomb, 97-194. 
b. Murphy, Seizing the Means of Reproduction, 150-176. 
c. Amrita Pande, “Birth Projects, Selective Reproduction and Neoliberal Eugenics,” in Birth Controlled: Selective Reproduction and Neoliberal Eugenics in South Africa and India, 13-35. 
d. Randall Hansen and Desmond King, “Eugenics and World Population Growth,” in Sterilized by the State: Eugenics, Race, and the Population Scare in Twentieth-Century North America, 186-210. 
13. November 24: Neoliberal Eugenics
a. Quinn Slobodian, Hayek’s Bastards, 93-128. 
b. Laura Briggs, How All Politics Became Reproductive Politics, 47-74. 
c. Joanna Wuest, Born This Way: Science, Citizenship, and Inequality in the American LGBTQ+ Movement, 107-134. 
14. December 1: Negative Eugenics Today
a. Zetkin Collective, White Skin, Black Fuel, 33-56. 
b. Alexandra Minna Stern, Proud Boys and the White Ethnostate, 71-110. 
c.  Steven Thrasher, “Disability as Disposability,” in The Viral Underclass	
15. December 8: Positive Eugenics Today
a. Judith Daer, The New Eugenics: Selective Breeding in an Era of Reproductive Technologies, 57-131. 
b. Anita Say Chan, Predatory Data, 84-110. 
