
HIST UA282: Everything for Everyone: Social Movements in North America


Course Description
Over the past years, massive social movements have captured the nation’s attention: from Black Lives Matter to protests against immigration enforcement to Zohran Mamdani’s campaign for mayor of New York City. From the Haitian and American Revolutions to the campaign for an eight-hour day, the Civil Rights movement, indigenous demands for land back, and Black Lives Matter course will explore the long history of movements for economic and social justice across North America. 

Questions that we will explore together include: how have different groups demanded economic justice over the past two hundred years? What lineages and breaks can we trace in these efforts? What divisions emerged among and within various movements over time? How did groups debate and disagree over the concept of “socialism” and what their ideal visions of liberated society would be? What role have race and gender played as dividing lines and as sites of new liberatory forms of struggle?

Learning Objectives
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to
1. Understand the long history of movements for social and economic justice in U.S. history and identify major actors and organizations across two hundred years of history. 
2. Compare movements in terms of composition, strategy, tactics, and goals across time, focus, and geographic foci.
3. Engage closely with a range of primary sources from different eras, understanding how to place sources within their historical contexts and read them critically. 
4. Evaluate the relative successes of different movements and demands, as well as the range of strategies employed by different groups over time and the causes and outcomes of various conflicts internal to the Left.  
5. Produce an original project, demonstrating significant engagement with both primary and secondary sources within the long history of socialism and movements for economic and social justice. 
	`		 	
Assignments: 

1. Attendance and Participation (10%)

2. Short-Answer Essays (25%)
Each Wednesday, students will be given a prompt, in response to which they will produce short, hand-written essays (of no more than 500 words), analyzing primary sources and putting various movements and thinkers in conversation with one another. Students who require it may of course also write these short essays on their computers and email them to the TA for evaluation. 

3. Midterm (25%)
Drawing on the experience of the short, in-class essay writing assignments, the midterm will be an open-notes, in-class bluebook exam, in which students will respond to two of four prompts.  

4. Final Project Proposal (10%)
By the end of week 12, students will produce a clear proposal for their final projects, including an overview of the literature they will engage, the research questions they will be responding to and a preliminary thesis, as well as an explication of the format and outline of the project. 

5. Final Project (30%)
Imagine you are a writer, artist, or content producer (journalist, youtuber, historian, writer, blogger, instagram-er, tik-tok-er or just a garden variety person with a lot of imagination and curiosity), and it is your job to teach an audience of your choosing something about social movements and sway them in a particular direction. This audience could be your classmates or instructors, your family or neighbors, your university and city or even a niche online community. 

This may entail choosing one social movement, or one interpretation such a movement, do research on it, and produce a well-researched piece, for your intended audience that achieves your stated goal. This may also entail writing a piece of socialist fanfiction, or making an anti-communist quilt (assuming the professors get to keep the quilt), or another project of your choosing, in conversation with the history of socialism. 
 
This project could be a conventional written essay, or take media format or direction you choose. This could be a scholarly article, a video, a series of graphics, a zine, a comic-book, or any other format that carries a clear argument and builds on extensive research that speaks to you. However, this project must draw extensively from primary and secondary sources on social movements.

In its final form, your piece will be expected to be approximately 8-10 pages long, or the equivalent thereof, in other formats approved by the instructors.

Attendance: 
Attendance is mandatory. After three unexcused absence, each additional absence will lower your final grade by a full letter. Students should communicate to the professor or Teaching Assistant in advance if they will not be able to attend any course for illness, religious observance, or other excused reason. 

Plagiarism
This course will train you in the tools used by academics across disciplines. Central to our work is the practice of academic integrity. We expect all work you submit to be your original work. Plagiarism of all kinds – taking summaries of works without attribution from other sources, expressing others’ ideas without attribution and of course the use of AI programs – is unacceptable and may result in an immediate F. If you have questions about plagiarism, attributions, citations and best practices, please ask! We will go over these policies extensively in class. 

Safe Space Policy
Our classroom is a safe space for individuals of all ethnicities, abilities, religions, sexual orientations, and gender identities. We encounter one another in a spirit of generosity, care, and acceptance. We commit to engaging in discussions and disagreements in good faith and to take responsibility for our words and actions. 

Honor Code
Approved by the student body in 1912 and updated in 2016, the Code states: We, the students of Barnard College, resolve to uphold the honor of the College by engaging with integrity in all of our academic pursuits. We affirm that academic integrity is the honorable creation and presentation of our own work. We acknowledge that it is our responsibility to seek clarification of proper forms of collaboration and use of academic resources in all assignments or exams. We consider academic integrity to include the proper use and care for all print, electronic, or other academic resources. We will respect the rights of others to engage in pursuit of learning in order to uphold our commitment to honor. We pledge to do all that is in our power to create a spirit of honesty and honor for its own sake.

Wellness Statement
It is important for undergraduates to recognize and identify the different pressures, burdens, and stressors you may be facing, whether personal, emotional, physical, financial, mental, or academic. We as a community urge you to make yourself--your own health, sanity, and wellness—your priority throughout this term and your career here. Sleep, exercise, and eating well can all be a part of a healthy regimen to cope with stress. Resources exist to support you in several areas of your life, and we encourage you to make use of them. Should you have any questions about navigating these resources, please visit these sites:
http://barnard.edu/primarycare
https://barnard.edu/about-counseling
http://barnard.edu/wellwoman/about
Stressbusters Support Network
Center for Accessibility Resources & Disability Services (CARDS)

Disability Statement
If you believe you may encounter barriers to the academic environment due to a documented disability or emerging health challenges, please feel free to contact me and/or the Center for Accessibility Resources & Disability Services (CARDS). Any student with approved academic accommodations is encouraged to contact me during office hours or via email. If you have questions regarding registering a disability or receiving accommodations for the semester, please contact CARDS at (212) 854-4634, cards@barnard.edu, or learn more at barnard.edu/disability-services. CARDS is located in 307 Diana Hall. 

Affordable Access to Course Texts & Materials Statement
All students deserve to be able to study and make use of course texts and materials regardless of cost. Barnard librarians have partnered with students, faculty, and staff to find ways to increase student access to textbooks. By the first day of advance registration for each term, faculty will have provided information about required texts for each course on CourseWorks (including ISBN or author, title, publisher, copyright date, and price), which can be viewed by students. A number of cost-free or low-cost methods for accessing some types of courses texts are detailed on the Barnard Library Textbook Affordability guide (library.barnard.edu/textbook-affordability). Undergraduate students who identify as first-generation and/or low-income students may check out items from the FLIP lending libraries in the Barnard Library (library.barnard.edu/flip) and in Butler Library for an entire semester. Students may also consult with their professors, the Dean of Studies, and the Financial Aid Office about additional affordable alternatives for having access to course texts. Visit the guide and talk to your professors and your librarian for more details.

Required Reading
All readings will be accessible online through Courseworks, though students may choose to purchase individual books themselves. 


Course Schedule
Week 1: What Is Socialism? What Are Socialisms?
Read: 
1. Nathan Robinson, “Introduction,” “Socialism, Democracy, Social Democracy,” in Why You Should Be a Socialist, 
2. Robin D.G. Kelley, “‘When History Sleeps:’ A Beginning,” in Freedom Dreams, 1-12.
Watch:
1. Socialism Will Destroy America
2. America’s Stunted Political Spectrum
3. Origin of Everything: History of Socialism in America

Week 2: Atlantic Revolutions and Radical Egalitarianism
Read: 
1. Tom Paine, “Agrarian Justice.” 
2. William Godwin, “Of the Objection to this System from the Inflexibility of its Restrictions,” in An Enquiry Concerning Political Justice. 
3. Phyllis Wheatley, “On Tyranny and Slavery.”
4. Haiti: 1805 Constitution
5. Haitian Declaration of Independence
Watch:
1. Égalité for All: Toussaint Louverture and the Haitian Revolution (documentary)

Week 3: Utopian Socialism and Abolitionism
Read:
1. David Walker, Appeal to the Colored Citizens of the World, outtakes
2. Henry Highland Garnett, Address to the Slaves.
3.  “Vote Yourself a Farm,” A Documentary history of American Industrial Society, 305-307. 
4. Fanny Wright, Description of the Nashoba Project, in Fanny Wright Unmasked by her Own Pen, 4-14. 
Watch and Listen:
1. On Charles Fourier Philosophy
2. Sweet Honey in the Rock - Sojourner's Battle Hymn , Joan Baez “Battle Hymn of the Republic” , Song of the Abolitionist (I Am an Abolitionist) (1841), Pete Seeger “John Brown’s body”, Golden Gospel Singers, “Oh Freedom!”,  “Roll Jordan Roll” from 12 Years a Slave

Week 4: Anarchist and Labor Movements
		Read:
1. Lucy Parsons, “To Tramps, The Unemployed, the Disinherited, and Miserable” and “The Principles of Anarchism.” 
2. Preamble and Declaration of Principles of the Knights of Labor
3. Edwin Markham, The Man With the Hoe
4. Emma Goldman, “Marriage and Love”
Watch and Listen:
1. 1877: The Grand Army of Starvation (documentary)
2. Anni DiFranco and Utah Phillips, Fellow Workers (album). Choose a song and research its history. 

Week 5: Socialisms
		Read:
1. Edward Carpenter, “The Intermediate Sex,” in Love’s Coming of Age, 114-134. 
2. Victor Berger, “American Socialism”
3. Platform of the Social Democratic Party of America
4. Eugene Debs “How I Became a Socialist” and “On the Color Question.”
5. Charlotte Perkins Gilman, “The Socialist and the Suffragist.”
Listen: 
6. The Internationale (Original French) - "L'Internationale", 

Week 6: Revolution!
Read:
1. Alexandra Kollontai, “Sexual Relations and the Class Struggle” in Selected Writings, 237-249. 
2. Bhagat Singh, “To Young Political Workers,” and “On the slogan of 'Long Live Revolution’”
3. Eugene Debs, “Every Drop of My Blood is Bolshevik” and John Reed, “The First Proletarian Republic,” in Philip S. Foner ed, The Bolshevik Revolution: Its Impact on American Radicals, Liberals, and Labor, 53-55, 162-163.
Watch:
1. Reds (1983)
2. John Steinbeck and Elia Kazan’s Viva Zapata! (Movie Trailer) (1952)
Listen:
1. Paul Robeson, Songs of Free Men Album, specifically: Hymn of the Soviet Union, Four Insurgent Generals, Joe Hill, The Purest Kind of Guy; Folk Songs of the Mexican Revolution La Cucaracha, Canciones de la Revolución Méxicana (1959).

Week 7: Popular Fronts and the New Deal
Read:
1. Esther Cooper, “Negro Youth Organizing for Victory,” and Claudia Jones, On the Right to Self-Determination for the Negro People in the Black Belt," in Charisse Burden-Stelly ed., Organize, Fight, Win, 126-141, 152-164.
2. Ben Davis, “In the City Council,” in Communist Councilman from Harlem, 118-144. 
Watch:
1. American Reds (documentary)
2. Franklin Roosevelt, Four Freedoms Speech
3. Summoned: Francis Perkins and the General Welfare (documentary)
Listen: 
1. Pete Seger, Talkin’ Union (album); Woody Guthrie, “Tear The Fascists Down,” “This Land is Your Land,” and “Leadbelly”: I Ain't Got No Home In This World Anymore, The Bourgeois Blues, Better World A-Comin', We Shall Be Free  and Tear The Fascists Down  

Week 8:  Civil Rights
Read:
1. Ella Baker, “Beyond a Hamburger.”
2. A. Philip Randolf and Bayard Rustin, “A Freedom Budget for All Americans.”
3. “SNCC Position Paper: Vietnam,” in The Sixties Papers, 117-118. 
Watch: 
1. King in the Wilderness (documentary)
2. Finally Got the News (documentary)
Listen:
1. Sweet Honey in the Rock, Eyes on the Prize; Gil Scott-Heron, Whitey’s On the Moon, All of the Places We’ve Been; Mavis Staples, We Shall Not Be Moved; The Impressions, People Get Ready; Sam Cooke, A Change is Gonna Come; Nina Simone, Mississippi Goddam; Phil Ochs, Here’s to the State of Mississippi; Bob Dylan, The Times They Are A Changin’; The Roots, Ain’t Nobody Gonna Turn Me ‘Round; The Staple Singers, Freedom Highway 

Week 9: New Lefts
Read:
1. Young Lords 13 Point Program
2. Black Panther Party 10 Point Program
3. Street Transvestite Action Revolutionaries Manifesto
4. SDS Port Huron statement, excerpts
5. “Ganienkeh Manifesto,” in The Mohawk Warrior Society, 132-140. 
6. “Columbia Liberated” in The Sixties Papers, 233-241.
Watch:
1. Black Panthers: Vanguard of the Revolution (documentary)
2. Taking Alcatraz (documentary)
      Listen:
1. Say it Loud- I'm Black and Proud James Brown, Buffalo Springfield - For What It's Worth 1967, Marvin Gaye - What's Going On, Jimi Hendrix, Machine Gun (Live 1969-1970); Redbone, We Were All Wounded at Wounded Knee, Buffy Saint Marie, Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee; Phil Ochs, Love Me, I’m a Liberal

Week 10: Women’s Liberation and Wages for Housework
        Read: 
1. Selma James, “Introduction to The Power of Women and the Subversion of the Community,” in Hennessy ed., Materialist Feminism, 33-39. 
2. Barbara Ehrenreich, “What is Socialist Feminism?” in Hennessy ed., Materialist Feminism, 65-70. 
3. “Combahee River Collective Statement” 
4. Charlotte Bunch, “Not for Lesbians Only,” in Hennessy ed., Materialist Feminism, 54-58. 
        Watch:
1. Storming Caesar’s Palace (documentary)
        Listen:
1. Be Your Own Pet, “Big Trouble” 
2. The New Haven Women’s Liberation Rock Band, “Abortion Song.”

Week 11: Third and Fourth World Dreaming
Read:
1. George Manuel, “Introduction,” and “The Fourth World,” in The Fourth World: An Indian Reality, ix-xxxvi, 214-266.
2. Paul Robeson, “Ho Chi Minh is the Toussaint L’Ouverture of Indochina,” in African Americans and the Haytian Revolution, 
3. Assata Shakur, “To My People.” 
4. Black Liberation Army, Communiques
Watch:
1. Free Angela And All Political Prisoners (documentary)
2. Fidel Castro Visits Harlem - September 18, 1960
3. Kanehsatake: 270 Years of Resistance (documentary)

Week 12: Black Lives Matter and Standing Rock
1. Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz, “The Great Sioux Nation and the Resistance to Colonial Land Grabbing,” and Kim TallBear “Badass Indigenous Women Caretake Relations,” in Estes and Dhillon eds., Standing with Standing Rock.
2. Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor, “From #BlackLivesMatter to Black Liberation,” in From #BlackLivesMatter to Black Liberation, 191-220. 
3. A Vision for Black Lives 
Watch:
4. Whose Streets? (documentary)
· Additional Media:
1. Music Playlist
2. A Tribe Called R.E.D.
3. Stuart James, '#NoDAPL' (2016)
4. Taboo, 'Stand Up / Stand N Rock #NoDAPL' (2016)
5. Tanya Tagaq, 'Retribution' (2016)
Week 12: Only Monday Class – Thanksgiving Break
Week 14: From Occupy to AOC, Bernie, and Zohran
Read::
6. Joseph Schwartz, “A History of Democratic Socialists of America 1971-2017,” dsausa.org
7. “A People of Color’s History of DSA,” Socialism in the Times of Corona
8. A Bite-Sized Intro to DSA Factions
Watch:
1. Bernie Sanders and Killer Mike Ad
2. “Towards a Twenty-First Century Bill of Rights”
3. AOC Inaugural Address
Listen: 
1. Feel the Bern 2020 Spotify Playlist
2. Mr. Cardamom Songs
December 8: Monday Class

