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The Science of Sex
Professor Dani Joslyn
djoslyn@barnard.edu
Barnard Hall, 413
Office Hours: Wednesday: 2:00-4:00PM

COURSE DESCRIPTION
What is good sex? What, even, is sex? Who should be having it with whom, and when? Why does sex hurt sometimes? Why does it feel incredible, when it does? What makes sex healthy? Normal? Who says? How do they know? Why? 
Across the past hundred and fifty years, time doctors, biologists, psychologists, feminists, phrenologists, and LGBTQ activists have spent lifetimes struggling over the answers to these questions and more. In this class, we will explore the growth and development of the field of sexology, its vast impact on U.S. and German life and its imbrications with structures of oppression and visions of (often imperfect) liberation. To do so, we will read a range of both primary and secondary sources from a variety of different schools and perspectives. 
The attempt to scientifically study and define sex fundamentally reshaped both sex and science. It changed how everyday people lived their lives and helping give birth to new scientific disciplines. It also helped produce and police idea of normal, healthy sex, and provided evolutionary justifications for heterosexuality and patriarchy. The activist response – both in and outside of the field of sexology – helped build the modern feminist and LGBTQ movements and reshaped how everyday people made sex of sex, gender, and sexuality. Even if deeply flawed, sexology was also widely contentious, with major scholars having their books burned and banned in both the United States and Germany. 
COURSE OBJECTIVES
1. Identify and be able to recall milestones, major works, and major figures, as well as foundational ideas in the development of sexology as a science.
2. Understand the transnational nature of sexology as well as its porous relationship with a range of fields of study (for example psychoanalysis and biology) and social movements (including feminism and the LGLBT rights movement).
3. Explore the imbrication between the scientific study of sex and various conflicting political projects, while situating different authors and movements within particular places and times. 
4. Demonstrate significant engagement with primary works, archival research, and secondary scholarship in the study of sexology and an ability to evaluate and critically interrogate multiple conflicting lines of argumentation within the historiography. 
5. Produce an original piece of research-driven writing engaging a range of scholarship to advance an original thesis. 
ASSIGNMENTS
Attendance and Participation (10%)
Attendance in this course is mandatory and students may have up to one unexcused absence. Any absences beyond that will require significant makeup work. Prolonged absence in the course will be noted and referred to the appropriate class dean. 
Reading Notes (20%)
Each week, students will work together in small groups assigned at the beginning of the semester to produce a one-to-two-page set of reading notes, highlighting the thesis of the work, the scaffolding (main points, including dates of note) of the argument, the sourcebase (what kinds of sources are being used), and a brief paragraph tying it to broader themes in the class and elaborating its significance in the broader history we are studying. In these notes, you will identify at around three major moments per reading that will be contributed to our broader class timeline. 
Primary Source Analyses (30%)

Uploaded by Friday at midnight at the ends of weeks 5 (February 20), 8 (March 13) and 11 (April 2) to Courseworks, students will produce a circa 1000-word-paper exploring the major arguments and themes of one of a selection of primary sources (see the list below). The goal of this project is to get you to explore one or more broader questions or themes, which you will later explore more deeply in the final project.

Papers one and two will be evaluated on students’ ability to formulate a coherent research question and to identify what information they would need to situate their sources within an historic context.  

Paper three will be evaluated on your ability to correctly summarize and situate the primary sources of students’ choice as well as students’ ability to develop a bounded argument connecting to broader themes in the course and the wider study of sexology.  

Primary Source Analysis 1: Nancy Friday Papers 

Nancy Friday was a lay sexologist in the 1970s, whose extensive research into the sex lives of American women led to the publication of My Secret Garden (1973). 

For your first primary source analysis paper, due on Friday at midnight at the end of week 5 (February 21), you will produce a circa-1000-word essay connecting at least two different sources that you have found in Olivia Newsome’s curated subset of the Nancy Friday Collection in the Barnard Archives and Special Collections (this will occur after students are introduced to the collections by Olivia Newsome, the Barnard Archivist) to a broader question that you would like to explore in the rest of the class. In the paper, you will summarize the document that you have found, lay out questions that it brings up for you, and explore possible connections with your broader research interests, as well as lay out what further information you would require to be able to get closer to answering your questions. 

Primary Source Analysis 2: This One’s Up to You

For this primary source analysis paper, due Friday at midnight at the end of Week 8 (March 13), you will explore another at least two primary sources from an archive or collection of your choice in the New York City area to broader themes and questions in our class. I recommend at Barnard either continuing to use the Nancy Friday Papers, or exploring the Frances Whyatt Papers, or delving into the Barnard Center for Research on Women Papers. Outside of Barnard, useful papers can be found at the Lesbian Herstory Archives, the Schomberg Center for Research in Black Culture, the Columbia University Archives and Special Collections, or the New York Public Library, to name a few repositories. For the paper, you will situate what you have found within its historical context, using multiple secondary sources to do so. 

Primary Source Analysis 3: 

Friday at midnight at the end of Week 11, Choose one of the following texts, read it in its entirety, and write an around 1000-word paper connecting it to one of your previous primary source analyses. You may choose texts not listed below in conversation with the professor. All of the texts for this analysis are available for students to access/download directly online, either for free via google books, or through the Columbia University Library. 

Some of these texts are excessively long (over 200 pages). In these cases, you are invited to meet with the instructor to discuss how to excerpt the works and what sections to read so as to gain enough of an overview of the work for the purpose of the paper. 

Pre-1945
1. Orson Squire Fowler, Hereditary Descent (1848)
2. Karl Heinrich Ulrichs, The Riddle of Man-Manly Love (1864)
3. Diocletian Lewis, Chastity; or, Our Secret Sins (1867)
4. Sigmund Freud, Studies on Hysteria (1895)
5. Mr. and Mrs. John William Gibson, Golden Thoughts on Chastity and Procreation (1904)
6. Havelock Ellis, Studies in the Psychology of Sex, Volume 6 (1906)
7. Magnus Hirschfeld, Transvestites: The Erotic Drive to Cross-Dress (1910)
8. Margaret Sanger, Woman and the New Race (1919)
9. Mary Ware Dennett, The Sex Side of Life (1919)
10. Clelia Mosher, Sexual Attitudes of 45 Victorian Women
11. Iwan Bloch, The Sexual Life in Our Time (1908)
12. Paul Poppinoe, The Conservation of the Family (1923) OR Modern Marriage: A Handbook (1925)
13. Theodore Van de Velde, Ideal Marriage (1930)
14. Wilhelm Reich, The Mass Psychology of Fascism (1933) OR The Sexual Revolution (1936)

Post-1945
1. Herbert Marcuse, Eros and Civilization (1955) OR The One-Dimensional Man (1964)
2. Erich Fromm, Escape from Freedom (1956)
3. Ferdinand Lundberg and Marynia F. Farnham, Modern Woman: The Lost Sex (1947)
4. Alfred Kinsey et. al., Sexual Behavior in the Human Male (1948) OR Sexual Behavior in the Human Female (1953)
5. William Masters and Virginia Johnson, Human Sexual Response (1966)
6. Harry Benjamin, The Transsexual Phenomenon (1966)
7. Boston Women’s Health Collective, Our Bodies, Ourselves (1970)
8. Marabel Morgan, The Total Woman (1973)
9. Nancy Friday, My Secret Garden (1973)
10. Helen Singer Kaplan, The New Sex Therapy (1974)
11. Shere Hite, The Hite Report: A Nationwide Study on Female Sexuality (1976)
12. Del Martin and Phyllis Lion, The Joy of Lesbian Sex (1977)
13. Ruth Linden, Against Sadomasochism (1982)
14. Audrey Lorde, Sister Outsider (1984)
15. Andrea Dworkin, Intercourse (1986)
16. Pat Califia, Public Sex (1994)
17. Lisa Duggan, Porn Wars (2004)

Abstract and Annotated Bibliography (10%)
By the end of Week 10 (the week after Spring Break), students will produce an approximately 250-500-word abstract, advancing a clear argument and laying the foundation for their final project, noting also the range of primary and secondary sources that they will be engaging. 
Research Paper (30%)
As a final project, students will produce two drafts of a fifteen-to-twenty-page, argument-driven paper drawing on their own original research. These papers will begin life as a project proposal and will be developed alongside a writing fellow who will work with the class and with whom all students will meet to discuss feedback on their project proposals and bibliographies. 
Students will submit a first draft of their research papers to the writing fellow by the end of the week of April 10. 
Final papers must be uploaded on Courseworks by May 8.  
PLAGIARISM
This course will train you in the tools used by academics across disciplines. Central to our work is the practice of academic integrity. We expect all work you submit to be your original work. Plagiarism of all kinds – taking summaries of works without attribution from other sources, expressing others’ ideas without attribution and of course the use of AI programs – is unacceptable and may result in an immediate F. Unless otherwise noted, and given the danger that artificial intelligence poses to your learning, you are expected only to utilize sources from this syllabus in your papers and presentations. If you have questions about plagiarism, attributions, citations and best practices, please ask! We will go over these policies extensively in class. 
SAFE SPACE POLICY
Our classroom is a safe space for individuals of all ethnicities, abilities, religions, sexual orientations, and gender identities. We encounter one another in a spirit of generosity, care, and acceptance. We commit to engaging in discussions and disagreements in good faith and to take responsibility for our words and actions. 
HONOR CODE
Approved by the student body in 1912 and updated in 2016, the Code states: We, the students of Barnard College, resolve to uphold the honor of the College by engaging with integrity in all of our academic pursuits. We affirm that academic integrity is the honorable creation and presentation of our own work. We acknowledge that it is our responsibility to seek clarification of proper forms of collaboration and use of academic resources in all assignments or exams. We consider academic integrity to include the proper use and care for all print, electronic, or other academic resources. We will respect the rights of others to engage in pursuit of learning in order to uphold our commitment to honor. We pledge to do all that is in our power to create a spirit of honesty and honor for its own sake.
WELLNESS STATEMENT
It is important for undergraduates to recognize and identify the different pressures, burdens, and stressors you may be facing, whether personal, emotional, physical, financial, mental, or academic. We as a community urge you to make yourself--your own health, sanity, and wellness—your priority throughout this term and your career here. Sleep, exercise, and eating well can all be a part of a healthy regimen to cope with stress. Resources exist to support you in several areas of your life, and we encourage you to make use of them. Should you have any questions about navigating these resources, please visit these sites:
http://barnard.edu/primarycare
https://barnard.edu/about-counseling
http://barnard.edu/wellwoman/about
Stressbusters Support Network
Center for Accessibility Resources & Disability Services (CARDS)
DISABILITY STATEMENT
If you believe you may encounter barriers to the academic environment due to a documented disability or emerging health challenges, please feel free to contact me and/or the Center for Accessibility Resources & Disability Services (CARDS). Any student with approved academic accommodations is encouraged to contact me during office hours or via email. If you have questions regarding registering a disability or receiving accommodations for the semester, please contact CARDS at (212) 854-4634, cards@barnard.edu, or learn more at barnard.edu/disability-services. CARDS is located in 101 Altschul Hall. 
AFFORDABLE ACCESS TO COURSE TEXTS & MATERIALS STATEMENT
All students deserve to be able to study and make use of course texts and materials regardless of cost. Barnard librarians have partnered with students, faculty, and staff to find ways to increase student access to textbooks. By the first day of advance registration for each term, faculty will have provided information about required texts for each course on CourseWorks (including ISBN or author, title, publisher, copyright date, and price), which can be viewed by students. A number of cost-free or low-cost methods for accessing some types of courses texts are detailed on the Barnard Library Textbook Affordability guide (library.barnard.edu/textbook-affordability). Undergraduate students who identify as first-generation and/or low-income students may check out items from the FLI lending libraries in the Barnard Library (library.barnard.edu/fli) and in Butler Library for an entire semester. Students may also consult with their professors, the Dean of Studies, and the Financial Aid Office about additional affordable alternatives for having access to course texts. Visit the guide and talk to your professors and your librarian for more details.
COURSE READINGS
All required readings for class will be available via Courseworks. There are not texts required for purchase in this class. 
COURSE SCHEDULE
1. Week of January 19: What and Why Sex? 
a. Elisabeth Lloyd, “The Orgasm Wars”
b. SMSNA, “An Overview of the Sexual Response Cycle”
c. Audre Lorde, “The Uses of the Erotic: The Erotic as Power”
2. Week of January 26: Phrenology, Masturbation, and the Nineteenth-Century Discovery of Sex
a. Helen Horowitz, “The Masturbation Scare and the Rise of Reform Physiology,” in Rereading Sex, 86-122. 
b. Michel Foucault, “Part 3,” The History of Sexuality Volume 1, 
c. Greta LaFleur, “The Natural History of Sexuality,” in The Natural History of Sexuality, 32-62. 
d. Robert Tobin, “Introduction,” in Peripheral Desires, 1-26. 
3. Week of February 2: The Codification of Sexual Science (Archives visit: Olivia Newsome to Present on the Nancy Friday Papers)
a. Laurie Marhoefer, “Was the Homosexual Made White? Race, Empire, and Analogy in Gay and Trans Thought in Twentieth-Century Germany,” Gender & History 31, no. 1 (2019): 91–114.
b. Kirsten Leng, “Redefining the Female Sex Drive,” in Women Sexologists, 78-128.
c. Katie Sutton, “Discovering Hormones,” in Sex between Body and Mind: Psychoanalysis and Sexology in the German-Speaking World, 1890s-1930
d. Siobhan Somerville, “Race and Homosexuality.”
4. Week of February 9: Sexual Science and Psychoanalysis
a. Annemarie Jagose, “About Time: Simultaneous Orgasm and Sexual Normalcy,” in Orgasmology, 40-77. 
b. Marie-Jo Buhle, “Dissent in the Ranks,” in Feminism and its Discontents, 53-84. 
c. Marie-Jo Buhle, “Feminism, Freudianism, and Female Subjectivity,” in Feminism and its Discontents, 22-52. OR Kirsten Leng, “The Erotics of Racial Regeneration,” in Women Sexologists, 184. 	Comment by Dani Joslyn: Chapter here on Eugen Steinach maybe>
d. Katie Sutton, “The Case of the Transvestite,” in Sex between Body and Mind: Psychoanalysis and Sexology in the German-Speaking World, 1890s-1930s, 173-201. 
5. Week of February 16: Fascism, Sexology, and the Orgasm
a. Heike Bauer, “From Fragile Solidarities to Burnt Sexual Subjects,” in The Hirschfeld Archives, 78-101.
b. Robyn Marasco, “There’s a Fascist in the Family: Critical Theory and Antiauthoritarianism”	Comment by Dani Joslyn: Maybe instead have something about the early use of synthetic estrogen?
c. Regina Kunzel, “The Violent Optimism of American Psychiatry,” 18-37. 
d. Dagmar Herzog, “Sex and the Third Reich,” in Sex After Fascism, 10-63. 
6. Week of February 23: Alfred Kinsey and the Invention of Normal Sex
a. Beans Velocci, “Variable Sex in Statistical Research,” in Sex Isn’t Real, 145-185.
b. Madeline Stern, “Centering Eugenics on the Family,” in Eugenic Nation, 150-181. 
c. Rachel Devlin, “The Oedipal Age: Postwar Psychoanalysis Reinterprets the Adolescent Girl,” in Relative Intimacy, 17-46. 
d. Jules Gil Peterson, “Sex in Crisis: Intersex Children in the 1950s and the Invention of Gender,” in Histories of the Transgender Child, 97-128. 
7. Week of March 2: Masters and Johnson, Black Pathology, and the Re-Invention of Normal Sex 
a. Regina Kunzel, “Fixing Queerness,” in In the Shadow of Diagnosis, 38-69. 
b. Janice Irvine, “Science, Medicine and a Market,” in Disorders of Desire, 45-66. AND Emmett Drager, “Early gender clinics, transsexual etiology, and the racialized family,” in GLQ, 13-26	Comment by Dani Joslyn: Maybe instead have a reading on the pill and PR?
c. Kevin J Mumford, “Untangling Pathology: The Moynihan Report and Homosexual Damage, 1965–1975.” Journal of Policy History 24, no. 1 (2012): 53–73. 
d. Jane Gerhard, “Sexology’s Postwar Challenge,” in Desiring Revolution

8. Week of March 9: Sexual Revolutions, Humanistic Sexology, and the Orgasmotron 
a. Lynn Comella, “Out of the Therapist's Office, into the Vibrator Shop,” in Vibrator Nation, 43-62 AND “Ideology” in Make Love; Not War, 96-105. - Carnivores
b. Janice Irvine, “The Humanistic Theme in Sexology,” in Disorders of Desire, 75-96. – Mixed Metals
c. Judith Houck, “With a Flashlight and a Speculum: Envisioning a Feminist Revolution,” Envisioning a Feminist Revolution,  - Halloween
d. Jane Gerhard, “Politicizing Pleasure,” in Desiring Revolution, 81-116. - Gamers
9. Week of March 16: Spring Break
10. Week of March 23: The Sex Wars I – NO NOTES DUE
a. Regina Kunzel, “The Queer Politics of Health,” in In the Shadow of Diagnosis, 117-149. - Carnivores
b. Jane Gerhard, “Cultural Feminism,” in Desiring Revolution, 149-182. – Mixed Metals
c. Ela Przyblo, “The Erotics of Feminist Revolution,” in Asexual Erotics, 33-62. – Halloween
d. Caroline Bronstein, “Women Against Violence in Pornography,” in Battling Pornography, 127-172 - Gamers
e. FOR EVERYONE: Nan Hunter, “Contextualizing the Sexuality Debates: A Timeline,” in Hunter and Duggan eds., The Sex Wars, 16-29. 

11. Week of March 30: The Sex Wars II: Barnard Boogaloo

a. Lorna Bracewell, “Third World Feminism and the Sex Wars,” in Why We Lost the Sex Wars, 129-180. - Carnivores	Comment by Dani Joslyn: This could be a bit more about Shere hite and popular pro-sex feminism, or something. 
b. Amber Musser, “Specters of Domination,” in Sensational Flesh, 31-57. – Mixed Metals
c. Caroline Bronstein, “Anti-Pornography Comes Undone,” in Battling Pornography, 279-309. - Halloween
d. Whitney Strub, “Resurrecting Moralism” in Perversion for Profit. - Gamers
e. Watch: Blood Sisters

12. Week of April 6: Welfare, AIDS, and Sexology in the Neoliberal Years

a. Dorothy Roberts, “The Welfare Debate,” in Killing the Black Body, 202-245. - Carnivores	Comment by Dani Joslyn: Maybe different reading on neoliberalism and sex here?
b. Cathy Cohen, “Invisible to the CDC,” in The Boundaries of Blackness: AIDS and the Breakdown of Black Politics, 119-148. – Mixed Metals
c. Katie Batza, “Redefining Gay Health,” and “Gay Health Network Meets AIDS,” in Before AIDS, 90-127. - Halloween
d. Anthony Petro, “Governing Authority,” in After the Wrath of God  - Gamers

13. Week of April 13: The 90s: Sex Panics, Gay Genes, and Popular Sex Ed

a. Reay, Barry, Nina Attwood, and Claire Gooder. “Inventing Sex: The Short History of Sex Addiction.” Sexuality & Culture 17, no. 1 (2013): 1–19. - Carnivores
b. Joanna Wuest, “The Rise of the Gay Gene,” in Born this Way, 107-134. – Mixed Metals
c. Hannie Smolyanitsky, “’The Way They Speak of Masters and Johnson:’ The Rise and Disappearance of Sex Therapy, 1960–2000,” – Halloween
d. Whitney Strub, “Vanilla Hegemony,” in Perversion for Profit, 256-298. – Gamers 

14. Week of April 20: Contemporary Sexual Science 1

a. Augustin Fuentes, “Humans are Messy,” and “Humans Now,” in Sex Isn’t Binary. - Carnivores
b. Augustin Fuentes, “Why the Binary is a Problem,” in Sex Isn’t Binary. – Mixed Metals
c. Emily Nagosky, “Actually, It’s Not a Drive,” in Come as You Are, 194-225. – Halloween 
d. Emily Nagosky, “Arousal,” in Come as You Are, 166-191. – Gamers

15. Week of April 27: Contemporary Sexual Science 2 – NO NOTES DUE

a. Lucie Fielding, “Desire Lines,” in Trans Sex, 113-139. – Mixed Metals 
b. Lucie Fielding, “Gender Pleasure,” in Trans Sex, 52-81. – Halloween 
c. Karen Gurney, “Gaps in Our Foundation,” in Mind the Gap, 36-52 AND Dagmar Herzog, “Introduction,” in The New Fascist Body, 1-12. – Gamers
d. Alyson Spurgas, “Interest, Arousal, and Motivation in Contemporary Sexology: The Feminization of Responsive Desire,” in Diagnosing Desire, 63-106. – Gamers 
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